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STATEMENT  
 
 

            29 January 2008 

Independence of Environmental Impact Assessment 

for Nord Stream Assured  

Process in compliance with international conventions and 

national legislation 

 
Brussels, 29 January 2008. Nord Stream AG is pleased to participate in today’s 
European Parliament Petition Committee hearing on the impact of a natural gas 
pipeline to link Russia and the European Union across the Baltic Sea. The project 
will significantly contribute to the long-term security of supply to Europe. Natural 
gas will also help to diversify the energy mix, with positive effects for the climate.  
 
Nord Stream is included in the Trans-European Energy Network Guidelines  
(TEN-E) of the European Union. In 2006, it was designated a “project of European 
interest” by the European Commission, the European Parliament and the Council 
of the European Union. Nord Stream is, therefore, recognized as a key project in 
order to meet Europe’s energy infrastructure needs.  
 
In the European Union the demand for imported gas is projected to grow from 336 
billion cubic metres in 2005 to 536 billion cubic metres per year by 2015.1 Con-
necting the world’s largest gas reserves to the European gas pipeline network, 
Nord Stream would meet about 25 per cent of this additional demand.  
 
Consultations involving all Baltic Sea countries 
As a cross-border project, Nord Stream is subject to international conventions 
(Espoo Convention) and national legislation in each of the countries through 
whose territorial waters and/or Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) it passes. Before 
construction can start, an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) will need to be 
completed covering the whole pipeline route. This is a detailed study of environ-
mental aspects in a transboundary context.  
 
The international consultation process involving all concerned Baltic Sea countries 
began in April 2006. Since then, the environmental authorities in these countries 
have been kept informed and have exchanged views on the project. The trans-
boundary EIA report will be finalised and published in April 2008. 
 
Decision taken by national authorities 
In December 2007, Nord Stream submitted application documents including tech-
nical descriptions and environmental studies to the Swedish government, as re-
quired by Swedish law. EIA reports under national application procedures in  

                                                 
1
 Source: Global Insight, 2007 
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Russia, Finland, Denmark and Germany will be submitted during the first half of 
2008 and will reflect the particular legislation of each country. 
 
The actual Environmental Impact Assessment is undertaken by the national au-
thorities of the affected countries. This assessment will be based on the environ-
mental studies and EIA materials prepared by the independent international engi-
neering company Rambøll A/S, which was commissioned by Nord Stream in 2006. 
 
The comments of all other Baltic Sea countries submitted in the framework of the 
international consultations have been and will be taken into account in the final 
decision by the permitting authorities. This reflects the legal situation and best 
practice in the European Union and guarantees an independent EIA procedure.   
 
Nord Stream is fully committed to preserving the Baltic Sea environment. The 
pipeline has been planned with a profound awareness of the environmental issues 
and conditions of the Baltic Sea. Nord Stream commissioned the most compre-
hensive study ever of the Baltic seabed. This thorough assessment will provide 
new data and expertise on the Baltic Sea (its conditions, flora and fauna), which 
will be made available to the concerned regions.  
 
New standard of transparency 
Nord Stream AG is an international joint venture established to undertake the 
planning, construction and subsequent operation of the new offshore gas pipeline. 
The company is committed to transparency, seeks an open dialogue with stake-
holders and believes in informing the public as widely and comprehensively as 
possible on this major project. As such, Nord Stream has participated in over 100 
project presentations, public hearings and exhibitions involving authorities, deci-
sion makers and NGOs. 
 
 
Additional notes: 
 
Nord Stream is a natural gas pipeline that will link Russia and the European Union across 
the Baltic Sea. The project will be an important contribution to long-term security of supply 
and to the energy partnership between the European Union and Russia. 
 
Nord Stream will be approximately 1,220 kilometres long. The first of two parallel pipe-
lines, each with a transport capacity of some 27.5 billion cubic metres, is scheduled to be 
operational in spring 2011. Upon completion of the second line in 2012, capacity will dou-
ble to about 55 billion cubic metres a year.  
 
During the late 1990s, a Finnish-Russian consortium conducted a feasibility study with 
several onshore and offshore alternatives. The Baltic Sea route proved to be the best pos-
sible solution in terms of technical, environmental, and economic feasibility.  
 
In November 2006, Nord Stream submitted the Project Information Document to all Parties 
of origin (states through whose territorial waters and/or EEZ Nord Stream passes – Rus-
sia, Finland, Sweden, Denmark, Germany) as an input to the formal Notification, according 
to the Espoo Convention. Notification launched the first phase of the consultation process, 
during which Nord Stream participated in over 20 public hearings and a large number of 
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meetings with the relevant authorities in the various countries. These consultations re-
sulted in the receipt of 129 statements from private and public bodies in the Baltic Sea 
countries.  
 
Nord Stream AG is an international joint venture established for the planning, construc-
tion and subsequent operation of the new offshore gas pipeline. Gazprom holds a 51 per 
cent stake in the joint venture. BASF/Wintershall and E.ON Ruhrgas hold 24.5 per cent 
each. Dutch gas infrastructure company N.V. Nederlandse Gasunie is joining the Nord 
Stream consortium. German companies E.ON Ruhrgas and BASF/Wintershall each cede 
4.5 per cent to Gasunie and keep 20 per cent each. 
 
The Espoo Convention sets out the obligations of parties to assess the environmental 
impact of certain activities at an early stage of planning. It also lays down the general obli-
gation of states to notify and consult each other on all major projects being considered, 
which are likely to have a significant environmental impact across national borders. The 
Espoo Convention was opened for signature in Espoo (Finland) on 25 February 1991, and 
came into force on 10 September 1997.  
 
 
For more information please visit: www.nord-stream.com 

For further information please contact: 
 
Jens Müller, Communications Manager Nord Stream AG 
mobile: +41 79 295 96 08 
 
Irina Vasilyeva, Communications Manager Nord Stream AG  
mobile: +7 916 133 87 81 
 
Email: press@nord-stream.com  
 


